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Orang Asli Rights
The Orang Asli, also known as the Orang Asli Affairs Department is a department, which is lower than the Malaysian Rural Development ministry, was consigned by the government to manage its interests. It was established in 1954 with the aims of eradicating scarceness, improving health conditions, promoting education as well as enhancing the general livelihood. The Orang Asli concerns the life affairs of the people to curb the high incidences of poverty among the people. Evidently, in the year 1997, 80% lived below the poverty line. This percentage was considered exceptionally high when compared to the state poverty ratio of 8.5%, therefore enhancing the need to instill ways of eradicating poverty.
Mainly, various laws touched the traditional lands and resources of the Orang Asli. However, the rules were not subsequent in defending these rights despite the local laws set to support the recognition of these rights. The various legislations that alarmed the Orang Asli included the National Land Code of 1965, The Land Conservation Act of 1960, Shield of Wildlife Act of 1972, State Parks Act of 1980, as well as the Aboriginal Peoples Act of 1954. The Aboriginal Peoples Act of 1954 served to produce and establish the department of Orang Asli Reserve Terrestrial. More so, the act was inclusive of the power conferred to the JHEOA director General to order Orang Asli out of setting aside Land at his freedom of choice. Again, the law, by the help of the Director of the JHEOA, was legally liable to award recompense to affected people, at its preference. 
Primarily, the 2002 situation of the Sagong bin Tasi land mark land rights case of Malaysia. The interest of the case was its state of using its authorities huddled under the 1954 Act to force out the association of Orang Asli from Orang Asli Reserve Land-dwelling. The eviction by the state government of Selangor gave them four days to leave. In the course of the evacuation, the state demolished their households and plantations intending to create space for the new Nilai-KLIA Main road towards the Kuala Lumpur Airport. However, due to the need and urgency to complete the Nilai-KLIA highway for Kuala Lumpur's public games, the process was hasty and without any due process of negotiation and evaluation. However, the state was not convicted of such a case. Instead, the High Court ruled in favor of the Sagong Tasi.
The Malaysians, which included the Orang Asli, protested against the Australian mining company of rare-earths called Lynasfrom operating in Malaysia. Arguably, rare-earths is a set of seventeen chemicals, specifically the fifteen lanthanides and the scandium, which occur at similar ore deposits. Therefore, these chemicals were a threat to Malaysia and thus causing the protest of the mining. The Orang Asli fell under the classification of Bumiputras. This status signified the identity of Malaysia, which was responsible for carrying out certain social, economic, and political rights that were related to the Malays as well as the natives of Sabah and Sarawak. However, despite the Malays being the natives of the Land, the status was not mentioned in the constitution. The Mahathir Mohamad was lined up to this by making statements that regard the Orang Asli, claiming that they were not eligible for more privileges than Malays. However, the spokespeople and advocates for the Orang Asli criticized by arguing that the Orang Asli anticipated being acknowledged as the real inhabitants of Malaysia. 
Eventually, 52 Jakuns were granted compensation by the Johor high court in the year 1997 for the forfeiture of 53,272 acres of ancestral lands. The Land was leased to the Public Utilities Board of Singapore from the state government to subsequently construct a dam to source water to Johor and Singapore. According to the Justice Mokhtar, Jakuns had registered rights over their plots with no alienable concern of the Land. In this case, as much as the Jakuns are not legally titled to their traditional Land, they are permitted to use it for their domestic needs. Fundamentally, certain portions of lands were reserved for aboriginal people by the ruling of the Court, which enhances them to have rights of hunting and gathering. Consequently, they are permitted to live on the lands as their ancestors did.  
Article 13 of the national constitution shielded the proprietary constitutional rights by demanding fair compensation for the taking of assets. As a result, the Jakuns benefited from an award of RM26.5million to incur for their loss of income for 25 years. Eventually, the total sum of money with an incurred interest amounted to RM38 million was incurred. The Court of Appeal had passed the judgment in the year 1998. However, the Court did not leave any appeal to the Federal Court.
In summation, the department of the Orang Asli consigned by the regime facilitated the various objectives on the interest of the affairs of the government. The core objectives facilitated by this department were the eradication of poverty, improvement of health facilities as well as promoting the levels of education. The government worked to legally prevent the traditional Land of the Orang Asli, as well as give them a compensation fee of a considerable amount of money to settle their land rights.






